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The Old Testament Student. 
TEN GREAT RELIGIONS.* 



The recent publication of Dr. J. F. Clarke's " Comparison of All Religions" as 
a complement to his former well known book describing these religions, affords 
an opportunity for the consideration and criticism of his entire work. The first 
volume has already reached its twentieth edition. The author ascribes its suc- 
cess to its " containing in a compendium an account of these great religions suffi- 
ciently full for the wants of those who are not special students of the subject." 
It is no less due to the positive merit of the book itself. It displays Dr. Clarke's 
fine ability in exposition, a lucid and compact style, and a broad catholic appreci- 
ative spirit. It has probably done more to arouse interest in this country in the 
study of the world's great religions than any other book which could be named. 

The study of Comparative Religion consists in a two-fold process, demanding 
two classes of somewhat distinct mental powers. The first and primary necessity 
is to obtain the facts in regard to these religions, and to present them lucidly and 
appreciatively. This is not so easy a task as one imagines. The facts required 
are so extensive and so scattered ; the difficulty of accurate discrimination be- 
tween true and false, between the real and the traditional is so great as to dis- 
courage any but the most persistent and enthusiastic student of the original re- 
cords. These records must be sought for in the rocks and caves, in books writ- 
ten in foreign and dead tongues, difficult of access and study, or from the narra- 
tives of worshippers who are prone to deceive, or ignorant of the principles of 
that religion which they profess. Theological prepossessions prevent the fair ap- 
preciation of them. It is the ability displayed in organizing and marshaling these 
almost unwieldy masses of material into a complete and self-consistent whole, in 
giving clear, vivid and satisfactory accounts of the principles, the origin and de- 
velopment of these religions, which has brought the " Ten Great Religions" to 
its twentieth edition. 

But the most difficult task remains to be done. What do these facts tell us of 
the religious faculty in man ? What is the relation of these religions to each 
other, to Christianity, to the universal religion which is or is to be ? This is the 
second stage of the inquiry— the Science of Comparative Theology, the subject of 
Dr. Clarke's second volume. What intellectual powers are demanded for this in- 
vestigation v Manifestly, much higher, broader, deeper ones. An eminently judi- 
cial faculty, great metaphysical power, what may be called a faculty for Theology 
—these are indispensably requisite in what may be called the synthesis of Com- 
parative Religion. 

In these respects Dr. Clarke seems to be somewhat lacking. Indeed, the very 
qualities which so aided him in the first volume are somewhat a drawback to him 
in the second. He is too appreciative, too catholic. The judicial faculty is not 
allowed fair play. Much as we respect Dr. Clarke's abilities as an eminently 
able teacher and preacher, we do not think that he has a genius for Theology or 
Philosophy. What shall be said of a principle like this in judging of religion in 
general '( " They are commonly true in what they affirm ; false in what they 
deny," (see p. 62). What shall be thought of an attempt to justify the belief in 
metempsychosis on a quasi-Darwinian theory of the evolution of the soul V The 



* Ten Great Religions: An essay in Comparative Theology. By James Freeman Clarke. 2 
vols. Vol. I., 20th Ed. Vol.11. A Comparison of all Religions. Pp. x., 628., xxvii., 413. Boston: 

HouyMon, Mifflin & Ctmpany. $6.00. 



Book ^Notices. 269 

fact is, that the principle just mentioned must carry one who holds it into all 
kinds of absurdities. It is one thing to show how mankind has come to believe 
in emanation, metempsychosis and many other erroneous things : — it is another 
and absurd thing to show the essential truth of such beliefs. 

The time may not be ripe for an attempt to construct a Science of Comparative 
Theology. Our facts may not be sufficient in number or accurate enough iii de- 
tails to warrant such an essay. But the scholar who attempts it must be pos- 
sessed of a somewhat different point of view from that of Dr. Clarke or he will 
never succeed in making for the Science a place in the circle of Sciences. This 
attempt is an eminently necessary one; and this book will serve both as an en- 
couragement, and as a warning to all workers in this great field of knowledge. 



OEHLER'S Oil) TESTAMENT THEOLOGY.' 



We believe that this book will be welcomed by all who would understand bet- 
ter the revelation given us by God. We study the languages in which this reve- 
lation has been handed down ; the history of the people and of the country chosen 
by God as the media of his revelation ; the collection of books which make up 
this revelation, as well as the text, authorship, style, occasion and other questions 
connected with the individual books ; the principles in accordance with which 
these writings are to be interpreted ; we do the work of interpretation ; the next 
step is to arrange the material thus gathered according to its historical position. 
This is the work of Biblical Tlieology. " The idea, methods, aims, and indeed, re- 
sults, are entirely different from those presented in Historical or Systematic The- 
ology. It does not give us a history of doctrine, although it uses the historic 
method in the unfolding of the doctrine. It does not seek the history of the doc- 
trine, but the formation, the organization of the doctrine in history. It does not 
aim to present the systematic theology of the Bible, and thus arrange biblical 
doctrine in the form that Systematic Theology must assume for the purposes of 
the day ; but in accordance with its synthetic method of seeking the unity in the 
variety, it endeavors to show the biblical system of doctrine, the form assumed by 
theology in the Bible itself; the organization of the doctrines of faith and morals 
in the historical divine revelation." 

One is surprised, in his study of this volume, at the multitude of questions 
which present themselves for consideration. Yet the thoroughness with which 
each point is taken up, commands our admiration. The position of the author is 
a conservative one, and the skill with which he handles the materials so assidu- 
ously gathered, counts strongly in favor of the more commonly accepted views. 
The whole volume may be regarded as a contribution to the evidence that the 
Mosaic legislation forms the foundation of the development of religion presented 
in the Old Testament. 

After some " preliminary statements " in which are given (1) a definition of O. 
T. Theology ; (2) a statement of the scientific standpoint of it ; and (3) the history 
of its cultivation in the Christian Church, the subject itself is taken up under 
three heads : Part I., Mosaism ; Part II., Prophetism ; Part III., Old Testament 
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